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WHEELS OF THE GUN TRADE 


There are three methods by which 
private individuals, ‘industrial com- 
panies, or foreign ethnic groups can 
obtain arms and ammunition from 
the United Kingdom. 


The first is by direct application to 
Her Majesty's Government. The 
second is through agencies officially 
known as “authorised dealers in 
arms”. And the third is by gun- 
running, which is quite as 
“ legitimate ” as the first two methods. 


Crown Agenis (of Millbank, London) 
are very much concerned with the 
inter-state transactions, obtaining 
supplies on behalf of foreign 
nationals, working closely with the 
Foreign Office. 


Public Money 


The Government obviously exercises 
complete control over arms_ deals 
financed with public money. This is 
spout the extent of its contro] in the 
eld. 


When dealing with private arms deals, 
three Government Ministries are in- 
volved, at least on paper. They are: 
the Foreign Office, the Ministry of 
Defence, and the Board of Trade. 


Applications for export licences are 
received by the BoT, normally from 
agencies already validated § as 
“registered firearms dealers” or 
“authorised dealers in prohibited 
weapons ” by the MoD. 


It is possible for a not unduly large 
consignment of military rifles to re- 
ceive authorisation from’ the BoT 


FRIDAY ONE SHILLING 


without reference to other Ministries 
—it is that automatic. 


Provided that the intended destina- 
tion meets with HMG approval, there 
is ne Government restriction on such 
sales. 


In this category fall arms sales to 
rising political groups in some un- 
stable region, backed by some private 
enterprise with everything to gain 
from a change of Government. 


For example, it would be possible for 
a British limited company with 
trading interests in old Nigeria to 
supply arms to the Federal side by 
this method, supplementing HMG 
arms supplies. 


It would be open for a British firm 
supporting Biafran interests to make 
similar application, but in this case 
the “ intended destination ” would not 
meet with HMG approval, and the 
licence would be refused. 

Gun-running is quite legal. Again, 
agencies making this their living 
have to be validated as “ authorised 


dealers in prohibited weapons” by 
the MoD, but there is no great 
difficulty in satisfying the MoD on 
this count. 


The fact is, anyone without a “ crim- 
inal” record, who can talk with the 
right accent, shouldn’t have any 
difficulty in setting himself up in 
business. 


Shipments 


The system employed in gun-running 
is to fly arms stored in some foreign 
country into Britain, using BoT im- 
port licences and import certificates 
to obtain their release from the 
foreign Government, and then re- 
exporting the arms to the buyer, 
sometimes without actually landing 
on the ground. 


Provided that the “ intended destina- 
tion” is acceptable to HMG, ail ship- 
ments can proceed. There is no means 
of checking that the arms do actually 
arrive at the intended destination, so 
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it is open to the pilot to “ change his 
mind ” in mid-flight. 
Even if such an irregularity is dis- 
covered, the agency involved will not 
be prevented from making similar 
applications in the future. Such an 
agency or person can continue with 
his trade indefinitely. Gun-running has 
been a source of arms supplies to 
Nigeria since before October 1966. 


The BoT has never refused applica- 
tion for a licence to ship arms where 
the applicant was on the MoD list 
as an ‘authorised dealer in pro- 
hibited weapons” (one of my 
favourite phrases) or a “ registered 
firearms dealer”, and where the in- 
Pc destination was acceptable to 


This is how big business goes 
through the formality of obtaining 
Government authorisation to murder. 
The man in the street offers virtually 
no opposition to this viable economy 
that offends only people like you and 
me. And he never has. 

IAN DOUGALL 


BIAFRA: 
The Outlook 


Is Grim 


Kevin McGrath writes: From the 
Biafran War the trickle of news con- 
tinues to emerge, to be buried in the 
inside pages of the papers, given brief 
mention at the tail-end of news sum- 
maries, or printed in _ specialist 
weeklies such as West Africa. 

A Norwegian medical team of six has 
been withdrawn from Nigeria by In- 
ternational Red Cross (IRC) following 
its recent expulsion from the Asaba 
area, where its members were 
accused of spying (ie. their presence 
was embarrassing to the Federal 
military authorities). 


ISRAEL: THE BEIRUT BLOW-UP 


Bob Overy writes: All of a sudden, 
with the destruction of a few aero- 
planes at an international airport in 
Lebanon, the press, radio, and TV 
pundits—not to mention statesmen 
the world over—are throwing up their 
hands in horror at this newly- 
revealed, cynical doctrine of “ mas- 
sive retaliation’ with which Israel, 
provoked by the Arabs, threatens 
world peace. . 


In a rush, they all fall over them- 
selves to propose the new orthodox 
view: that stability and peace in the 
Middle East can be secured only by 
mutual agreement between the two 
Super-Powers, America and Russia, 
who must now agree to police the 
area between them. 


Most disingenuous of all is the argu- 
ment that this Beirut raid is some- 
thing new for Israel. Her previous 
counter-force raids to wipe out, say, 
villages in Jordan were “ strategic ”, 
the argument goes—and therefore 
militarily justified—because Arab 
guerrillas had fired from them, or had 
sheltered there. 


Whereas the latest raid is said to be 
blatant ‘ counter-terrorism ’—with 
no military-strategic justification— 
since Beirut Airport is undefended 


and not a centre for Arab terrorist 
operations. 


What this false distinction does is to 
place 13 aeroplanes, £7} million of 
insurance claims on the British bal- 
ance of payments, and an implied 
threat to the expensive technology of 
international air communications 
above the lives of countless innocent 
Arab villagers killed in previous 
Israeli raids of ‘“ retaliation ”. 


Displacement 


Retrospectively, moreover, it justifies 
Israeli retaliatory raids on Arab 
villages—with all their immediate, 
devastating human consequences—as 
a\correct military response, and there- 
fore acceptable. 


And because the press and world 
leaders have reacted so strongly to 
this relatively insignificant raid on an 
airport, it shows that they don’t care 
that millions of Arabs are at present 
the victims of displacement by 
Israel—nor will they admit that this 
situation is the direct product of 
exactly the same military wisdom they 
are now complaining about. 


This brazen “act of war” is pre- 


sented as something new, when in 
fact it reflects a pattern in Israeli 
policy which can be traced throughout 
the existence of the Israeli State and 
even before that. 


That our opinion-formers choose to 
ignore this pattern—that America is 
“ embarrassed ” suddenly by the raid 
on her protectorate Lebanon so 
shortly after she has agreed to supply 
Israel with 50 of the most advanced 
Phantom fighter-bombers—shows not 
innocence or stupidity, but hypocrisy 
and a bland determination to cover 
over the reality for reasons of self- 
interest. 


In this issue of Peace News, we pub- 
lish an important article by Bill 
Hillier called “The Left and the 
Middle East”. Taken with his 
pamphlet Israel and _ Palestine 
(Housmans: 2s 6d)—and his two-part 
feature ‘The War Nobody Wanted ” 
(Peace News,-16 and 23 Feb 1968)— 
this presents a very clear exposition 
of the rationale behind Israeli policy. 


It also gives an idea of the sort of 
political circumstances in which 
Arabs and Jews might live peacefully 
together. Which is more than all our 
leader-writers and world statesmen 
seem capable of doing. 


Colonel Adekunle (“Black Scor- 
pion”) also used the accusation of 
espionage against IRC personnel, in 
justification (Dec 27) of his banning 
all Red Cross flights to Port Harcourt 
and Calibar, and in fact to anywhere 
within his field of operations. 


The spasmodic ban (Dec 21) by the 
Government of Equatorial Guinea 
(formerly Spanish Guinea) of Red 
Cross flights from Fernando Po was 
one bit of information that did break 
through the curtain of compassion- 
flavoured indifference in the news- 
maple so did its lifting after two 
ays. 


What seems to have been missed— 
and what makes  discouragingly 
plausible the idea that the ban will 
come down again—is the fact that Dr 
Okoi Arikpo, Nigerian Commissioner 
for External Affairs, has just paid a 
good-will visit to Equatorial Guinea, © 
at the end of which the Guinea 
Government annouced that it sup- 
ported Federal Nigeria’s anti- 
secessionist efforts and would he 
opening an Embassy in Lagos as soon 
as possible. ; 


continued on page 5 


Amazing Feat! 


What a remarkable example of 
sensitivity and strength is the 
human foot. 


Certainly the foot can kick. But at 
this particular time of the year, it 
is salutary to be reminded that the 
human foot also has subtlety and 
persistence enough to traverse the 
icy pavement safely. 


Truly, such an exploit is an astound- 
ing tribute to man’s technical 
ingenuity! In our awe and wonder- 
ment, what else can we say but— 
God speed the intrepid foot! 
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The Left and the Middle East 


BILL HILLIER 


If the issue of Palestine and Israel is 
historically complex, the - attitudes 
that people have towards it are even 
more so. 

Liberals and the official Left are hard- 
ly less affected by the confusion than 
the Right. Identification with Israel, 
or with “the Arabs”, crosses party 
and ideological boundaries in an ap- 
parently capricious way. 

One thing is constant only: the vehe- 
mence with which people hold their 
views. Even among Jews, the most 
extreme and principled opposition to 
Israel exists side by side with the 
most passionate support. 


Alienation 


One reason for this is the degree to 
which psychological factors, myths, 
and beliefs are involved—including 
the “ guilt complex ” which European 
liberals undoubtedly have, and should 
have, with regard to European Jews. 


Another reason is the simple fact that, 
over the years, an astonishing amount 
of false historical information has 
been poured out and soaked up with- 
out question—especially by those 
who, for one reason or another, need- 
ed to have their beliefs confirmed. 


But none of these explanations ade- 
quately accounts for the depth and 
intensity of feeling that exists on this 
question, or the ambiguity that afflicts 
many of the Left who are normally 
consistent in their opposition to politi- 
cal systems based on race exclusive- 
ness, on religious premisses, or on 
usurpation by colonialism. 


To explain all this, we have to under- 
stand the nature and power of politi- 
cal alienation—because the Palestine 
problem, and the attitudes to it, rep- 
resent a complex and many-layered 
system of alienation, which touches 


reality only occasionally and almost 
by accident. 

Simplified to a single concept, it can 
be argued that the whole object of 
Israeli policy and propaganda has 
been to prove the truth of the Zionist 
thesis in spite of its contradictions— 
literally, to turn alienation into 
reality. 


Contradictions 


That this view is shared by Israeli 
leaders is shown by the recent speech 
of General Dayan on the work of Dr 
Arthur Ruppin, an early Zionist lead- 
er, in which he accepts Ruppin’s idea 
of “perpetual war” with the Pales- 
tinians, who could not be expected to 
acquiesce in their own political liquid- 
ation. (Peace News, 15 Nov, 1968.) 
The concept of alienation has two 
related meanings, both of which are 
relevant here. 


First, in the original Marxist sense, it 
means the idea that creations of man, 
or aspects of his consciousness, have 
an independent, external existence, 
and dominate his life. (Capital and 
God were Marx’s chief examples.) 


Second, it means a false consciousness 
of the past, or of social and political 
problems, which makes all efforts at 
reform ineffective because the wrong 
diagnosis has been made, the wrong 
enemy identified. . 
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WRECKED VILLAGE 


Above: Villagers at Shouneh, near 
the Jordan-Israel border, sit among 
the ruins of their destroyed homes 
(22 March 1968) following Israel’s 
12-hour attack on alleged El Fatah 
“terrorist”? bases in Jordan the 
previous day. 

Premier Levi Eshkol told Israel’s 
Parliament that the attack was 
launched to forestall “a new wave of 
terrorism about to be launched 
against our country ’”’. 


A good example of the second mean- 
ing is the mutation of mass disorien- 
tation caused by social changes in the 
1lth Century in Europe into the 
bloody metaphysic of religious anti- 
semitism. 


Both forms of alienation lead to the 
“control of living men by dead mat- 
ter ”"—or to the imprisonment of the 
mind in destructive ideologies hostile 
to living interests. Both also have the 
quality of substituting the abstract for 
the concrete, the metaphysical for the 
physical. 

But the essense of alienation is that 
it never replaces reality: the abstract 
can never totally dominate the con- 
crete. The abstraction contains within 
itself its own concrete contradictions. 


In Palestine this was certainly true. 
The abstraction of Zionism—a Jewish 
State, constitutionally intended to ful- 
fil an historic destiny for the Jewish 
people: we will examine this later— 
was contradicted by the simple and 
concrete fact that Palestine was in- 
habited by Palestinians. 


Experience 


The uniquely deceptive and danger- 
ous aspect of the history of Israel is 
that the intentions of Zionism very 
nearly became true. Through a com- 
bination of historical. circumstances, 
which none of the early Zionists could 
foresee, the State was established, and 
the majority of Palestinians were ex- 
pelled. Even those who hoped for this 
could hardly have expected it. 


In other words, the contradictions to 
the abstraction were removed to the 
fringes of consciousness—literally, in 
this case, to the borders of the 
country. 

The inhabitants of Israel, in the years 
1948-67, did not experience Arabs in 
their daily lives. They could not see 
the refugee camps. Their daily exper- 
ience, instead of contradicting the 
alienation, confirmed it. 


In the end, all except the old hands— 


the Dayans and Ben Gurions—believ- 
ed it. The internal contradictions to 
the idea of a Jewish State in Palestine 
were then transformed into another 
form of alienation: the threat of an- 
nihilation from outside the borders of 
the State by the Arab States. 


There was, of course, an external 
threat: that of the continued exist- 
ence of Palestinian human and politi- 
cal rights inside what had become 
Israel. But it was successfully trans- 
formed into a powerful new alienation 
which now dominates the liberal press 
in Europe as effectively as it does the 
Israelis. It should be one of the first 
objectives of any attempt at clear 
analysis to dismantle it. 


This situation was ended by the 1967 
Six Day War, and its termination is 
by far the most important result of 
that war. The situation has been 
normalised. The Israelis are again 
stuck with the contradiction they had 
wished into oblivion for 20 years. And 
of course, the possibilities for Pales- 
tinian resistance and political action 
have been transformed, as have the 
possibilities of political action by 
Israelis who are opposed to Zionism. 


The danger is equally obvious: having 
lived with the idea of a Jewish State 
for so long, the reaction against the 
new situation may be worse than if it 
had never assumed its 1948-67 form. 


This illusion, of the inevitability and 
finality of the State of Israel in its 
1948-67 form, partly accounts for the 
confusion of attitudes. To talk about 
Palestinians seems like digging up old 
history. But other influences are 
equally significant, and can again be 
eeued under the heading of alien- 
ation. 


continued opposite 
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THOMAS MERTON: THERE HAS TO BE A 


There has to be a jail where ladies go 
When they are poor, without nice things, and with their hair down. 
When their beauty is taken from them, when their hearts are broken 


There is a jail where they must go. 


There has to be a jail for ladies, says the Government, 
When they are ugly because they are wrong. 
It is good for them to stay there a long time 


Until the wrong is forgotten. 


When no one wants to kiss them any more, 
Or only wants to kiss them for money 


And take their beauty away, 


It is right for the wrong to be unheard of for a long time 
Until the ladies are not remembered. 


But I remember one favourite song, 


And you ladies may not have forgotten: 
“Poor broken blossom, poor faded flower ’’, says my song. 


Poor ladies, you are jailed roses: 


When you speak you curse, when you curse 

God and Hell are rusted together in one red voice 
Coming as sweet as dust out of a little hollow heart. 
Is there no child, then, in that empty heart? 


Poor ladies, if you ever sang 


It would be brown notes and sad, from understanding too much. 
No amount of soapsy sudsy supersuds will make you 


Dainty again and not guilty 


Until the very end, where guilt is not forgotten. 


a a RAS a OI SE Tae AO Sw Se SRI EE aay REEL | 


x from page 2 
ane ee eS eee 


One of these concerns the meaning of 
Zionism itselfi—for non-Jews, and for 
those Jews who do not go to Israel. 
How is it, for example, that anti- 
religious people do not challenge 
religion-based arguments supporting 
the Jewish claim to Palestine? 


Part of the explanation must be 
sought in the Jewish religion itself, 
which is a tribal religion in which 
national and religious observances 
cannot be disentangled one from the 
other. 


More significant, however, are the 
effects of the major events in Jewish 
history for the last 100 years—the 
Russian persecutions of the 19th 
Century, the Hitler massacres, the 
establishment of the State in Palestine 
—on the Jewish religion. 


Until the Second World War, most 
Jews, and certainly most religious 
Jews, were indifferent to Zionism. 
With the end of the War, however, a 
transformation took place. Israel] be- 
came absorbed into the Jewish re- 
ligion, to the point where it would be 
fair to say that Judaism has become 
the world’s first secular religion—or, 
at least, a religion with an alternative 
secular God. 


Secularisation 


Bearing in mind that a major feature 
of ‘religion today is the search for 
secular expression, this' does not seem 
at all unlikely. The:process of secular- 
isation was probably the by-product. 
of'\the ‘catastrophe of the, German 
extermination. camps—a. catastrophe 
so’ cosmic in” its seale that’ it. can 
searcely be grasped in terms'of indi- 
vidual human suffering. 2 
This psychological: earthquake: of ‘the 
death-camps enabled. the! Zionists: to 
inherit the traditions of) Judaism;:and 
to'masquerade as.the fulfilment of the 
religion. © Lad MT 

Whether’ ‘or’ ‘not “you, believe’ ‘that 
religion itself -is'a’ ‘Of allénation: 


the secularisation of a religious trad- 
ition into a political one, to which it 
was originally hostile, certainly is. It 
exercises great influence over the 
minds of many people (Jews and non- 
Jews) who play a more than full part 
in other progressive movements. 


One other factor—again an abstract, 
alienating influence—that should be 
mentioned is the prevalent idea 
among liberals of Israel as a great 
experiment in democratic socialism. 


‘ a ’ 
Socialism 

Here, again, abstraction conceals the 
real effects—the exclusion of Arabs 
from the kibbutzim, the military regu- 
lation of Arab life in Israel, the disas- 
trous effects on Arab society of the 
Jewish labour policy of the inter-war 
years, and the present persecution of 
Arabs who oppose—even non-violent- 
yes Israeli occupation of their 
ands. 


The “socialism” of the early 
Zionist settlers in Palestine was aptly 
summed up recently by David 
Hacohen, now President of the De- 
fence & Foreign Affairs Committee 
of the Knesset, in a speech describing 
some of the problems he encountered 
whole trying to justify his version of 
socialism to socialist fellow students 
in London during the 1920s. 


“To defend the fact’, he said, “ that 
I did not accept Arab workers into 
my trade union, the Histadrut: that 
in Palestine we preach to housewives 
not to buy from Arabs: to stand 
guard near an orange grove to make 
sure that Arabs would not: work in 
it: to pour kerosene on Arab toma- 
toes—all this is allowed. 


“To attack Jewish housewives in the 
market, and to break’ Arab eggs in 
their shopping baskets:, to glorify the. 
Jewish National Fund fhat sent 
Joshua Hankin, to’ Beirut to buy lands; 
from absentee, Jandlords,.and to kick: 
the fellahkeen [Arab peasants] out:; 
to buy up tens ofsacres of land—alli 
this is allowed. , 
“ But to sell—Heaven forbid—a single 
Jewish—aere—-to-—an~-Arab-—this..—is 


JAIL FOR LADIES 


Not many days, or many years, of that stale wall, that 


smell of disinfectant, 


Trying, without wanting, to kill your sin, 


Can make you innocent again: 
So I come with this sad song. 

I love you, dusty and sore, 

I love you, unhappy ones. 


You are jailed buttercups, you are small field flowers. 


To me your voice is not brown, 


Nor is God rusted together with Hell. 

Tell me, darlings, can God be in Hell? 

You may curse: but He makes your dry voice turn to butter 
(Though for the policeman it is still brown). 

God becomes your heart’s prisoner, He will laugh at judges. 


He will laugh at the jail. 


He will make me write this song. 


Keep me in your pocket if you have one. Keep me in your heart 


if you have no pocket. 


It is not right for your sorrow to be unknown for ever. 
Therefore I come with these voices: 


Poor ladies, do not despair— 


God will come to your window with skylarks 
And pluck each year like a white rose. 


forbidden: to take, as a socialist, that 
paragon of capitalism [Rothschild] 
and refer to him as ‘the philanthro- 
pist whose name we all know ’— this 
was not easy.” 

Of course, there were socialist influ- 
ences in the early days of Zionism, 
and many good men tried to make it 
real. But without internationalism, 
and real democracy at home, social- 
ism is meaningless. 


So what should be the attitude of the 
Left towards the Middle East? The 
first task of the Left here, as every- 
where, is to describe reality. And this, 
as we have seen, is not as easy a task 
as it sounds. A situation has been 
created in the Middle East in which 
moral instincts are effectively nulli- 
fied, because the reality is hidden. 


Having done this, the Left must make 
it clear that it will assess the Middle 
East and its social and political 
organisations by the same criteria as 
it applies elsewhere: internal social 
relations and» economic system: 
position in the world conflict between 
rich and poor nations: humanitarian 
behaviour, particularly its attitude 
towards minorities. 


Nationalism 


These criteria must be applied to 
Arab, including Palestinian, political 
movements, as well as to Israel. It is 
clear that the tendency among many 
of the so-called nationalist Arab 
parties to channel social revolutionary 
movements into chauvinism, in order 
to preserve the interests of a clique, 
is to be condemned. 


It is clear, too, that we must. also 
deprecate those tendencies in_ the 
Palestinian movement in the past 
which have turned it into a kind of 
Zionism in reverse. For if one wishes 
fo be indulgent towards the negative 
tendencies in the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation ‘because of the unique 
sufferings ' of the ' Palestinians; one 
must also be ‘tolerant of the’excesses 
of ‘Zionism beeause of the suffering of 
the Jews. aah 


The most encouraging thing about the 
Middle East, at the moment, is the 
coming to the fore of revolutionary, 
supra-nationalistic concepts in the 
Palestinian movement. This is a con- 
siderable achievement, especially in 
view of the pressures towards 
straightforward nationalism. 


A new clarity is also emerging on the 
Left in Israel, in the form of a revo- 
lutionary socialist movement a 
Socialist Organisation, ISO) which is 
totally opposed to Zionism, and com- 
mitted to the full restitution of Pales- 
tinian rights. Their analysis and 
programme are very close to those of 
the socialist elements in the Palestin- 
ian organisations. 


Consciousness 


If an ideological link can be establish- 
ed, the hand of the ISO in Israel will 
be strengthened. Both from the point 
of view of tactics, and the future of 
Palestinian society, this will be an 
excellent and necessary development. 
It is these forces that the Left should 
support in the Middle East. To con- 
tinue to luxuriate in the abstraction 
is unjustifiable, As for the Palestinian 
Left, it should seek its true friends 
among the new revolutionary Left, 
and make its links with them—as the 
Israeli movement is now doing. 


That Palestinians and Israelis should 
begin to find common ground at the 
revolutionary level is right and 
proper. Because only a revolution in 
consciousness can create the basis of 
a new Palestine. } 


a a a 
EDITORIAL NOTE 


Though it in no way detracts from 
the merits of Bill Hillier’s argu- 
ment, we ought to point out that 
his article was set up at the printers 
well in advance of Christmas, three 
weeks ,, before. Israel’s . helicopter 
raid.on Beirut Airport. Go0 codue 
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Battles 
Continue 
In Japan 


JAPAN—On November 24 last 
year, Chris Cowley took part in a 
four-day demonstration organised 
by farmers, students, and engineer- 
ing and building workers in Tokyo. 


The demonstration was to protest 
against the construction of a new 
airport at Sanrizuka near Tokyo— 
what Cowley calls “one of the 
potential flash-points for violent 
confrontation” in Japan in the 
New Year. 


This remarkable photo is one that 


he took during the demonstration. | 
It shows members of the student | 


Chukaku Faction (Central Core) 
approaching the “ battlefield ”’—the 


airport site—along a farm track at | 


dusk. 


SPAIN: More 
Moves In 
American 


Collaboration 


Dave Shipper writes: Disturbing 
news of disagreement between Spain 
and America about the position of 
American bases on Spanish soil con- 
tinues to worry supporters of the 
“Free World”. 


In 1953 the two countries signed three 
agreements which covered economic 
assistance, military equipment, and 
the construction and use of military 
facilities in Spain. The agreement on 
bases was for 10 years, and for two 
further periods of automatic pro- 
rogation of five years each. 


When the agreement was renewed (in 
1963) a joint consultative head- 
quarters in Madrid was set up. The 
American air and naval base at Rota 
(near Cadiz) is connected by pipe- 
lines with the US bomber bases at 
Zaragoza, Moron de la Frontera (near 
Seville) and Torrejon (near Madrid). 


The widely publicised accidents con- 


cerning American planes carrying When Senor Castiella returned to 


nuclear loads led to considerable dis- 
quiet in Spain, and it seems that the 
Spanish Government has coupled this 
fact with the normal American in- 
decision in an election year in order 
to pressurise Washington and show 
the Spanish public that El Caudillo 
always has their interests at heart. 


After 10 days of discussions in Wash- 
ington, and four meetings between 
Foreign Minister Fernando Maria 
Castiella y Maiz and Secretary of 
State Dean Rusk, it was announced 
that Spain was now opposed to auto- 
matic prorogation of the base agree- 
ments and wished to begin a “ period 
of consultation ”. 


The Spaniards boldly announced 
that, if agreement could not be 
reached in six months of consulta- 
tions, the Americans “ would have to 
abandon the bases in a year”. 


INDIA: NEW SURGE OF VIOLENCE 


On Boxing Day, in the Tanjore area 
of Madras State, India, 43 people, 
mostly women and children, mostly 
untouchables, were burned to death 
in a reprisal raid on their village 
by — landlord-employed __ strike- 
breakers, following a clash in 
which a strike-breaker had been 
killed. 


On Sunday, December 29, in the 
Srikakulam district of the State of 
Andhra Pradesh, “‘ Communist-led ” 
workers, armed with guns and 
axes, ransacked the house of a local 
landlord, and exchanged fire with 
police. 


Satish Kumar’s piece below on the 
“new surge of violence in India” 
was written before these latest 
instances. 


Satish Kumar writes: A new surge 
of violence in India is taking place. 
Reports from Kerala and Bihar reach- 
ing me say that the threat of 
guerrilla-type large-scale violence is 
being organised by the land-hungry 
peasants. 


The Home Minister has declared that 

he will firmly put down the violence 

of extremists, but he fails to under- 

stand how long he can suppress a 

popular demand for equal land distri- 

Ha and re-organisation of peasant 
e. 


On the other hand, the Gandhians in 
Bihar are uniting to get the whole of 
the Bihar State re-organised under 
the scheme of Gram Dan. The 
number of Gram Dan villages is close 
to 100,000. 


Many Gandhians, who had left the 
movement and joined the political 
parties, Parliament, and the Govern- 
ment, are turning back to Vinoba 
Bhave and joining the movement of 
Gram Dan. 


Mr Kripalani, ex-Chairman of the 
Congress Party and a very close 
associate of Gandhi, has declared his 
full support for Vinoba, and has asked 
his force of 20,000 workers of Khadi 
Organisations to give full backing to 
this movement in order to establish 
self-reliant mini-Governments (village 
republics) in every village of India. 


Even in Bihar, in the district of 
Muzafarpur, some weeks ago a mob 
of 50 peasants assaulted a police 
officer and attempted to burn him 
alive. This was followed by attempts 
at forcibly cutting all crops in some 
villages in the district. It has become 
a real challenge for the Gram Dan 
movement. 


A long march of 100,000 peasants is 

being organised to declare a non- 

violent peasant revolution at the time 

of the Gandhi Centenary in October 

1969. Vinoba has given a call to work 

oa revolution on a “do or die 
asis ”’. 


After 20 years of experience of 
parliamentary, party-orientated, cen- 
tralised Government, people are gett- 
ing disappointed with the effort of 
trying to copy the Western model 
which has got India nowhere. 


Mao and his Cultural Revolution is 
becoming a great attraction for these 
disappointed revolutionaries, but in 
India they find little room for the 
same means of achieving revolution, 
and therefore, they find some way out 
in the Gram Dan movement. 


If this Gandhi Centenary Year does 
not bring a real change, then it will 
be difficult to stop the violence by 
frustrated pro-Peking revolutionaries. 


LONDON CO-OPERATIVE 
_ SOCIETY LIMITED 
POLITICAL COMMITTEE 

Sends New Year 
Greetings To 
All Co-Operators 


CHAIRMAN 
H. G. Schaffer 


SECRETARY 
Alfred Lomas 


Spain he announced that in Washing- 
ton “the only principle guiding us 
was that of guaranteeing the security 
of the Spanish people, moving all 
unnecessary danger away from our 
population, and strengthening to the 
greatest possible extent our own 
defences ”’. 


In December the first result of Spain’s 
“ pressure’? was noted. Dean Rusk 
wrote to Foreign Minister Castiella 
guaranteeing increased American in- 
vestment for 1968-69 and 1969. This 
should be seen in conjunction with 
President Johnson’s recent announce- 
ment of restrictive measures in invest- 
ment abroad which could have been 
expected to have an unfavourable 
effect on the Spanish economy. 


MILITARY VISITORS 


Should America’s direct investment 
policy prove unsatisfactory, the 
American Government is fully pre- 
pared to talk things over. The letter 
from Rusk to Castiella was followed 
by a personal visit when Rusk travel- 
led to Madrid for the NATO con- 
ference in Brussels and saw General 
Franco with Senor Castiella. The 
American Ambassador in Madrid, and 
the Spanish Ambassador in Washing- 
ton, were also present. 


Dean Rusk has not been: the only 
American visitor concerned with 
these matters. A few days before his 
arrival, American Air Force Secre- 
tary Brown was in Spain holding 
“courtesy conversations” with the 
Spanish Chief of Air Staff, Navarro 
Garnica, 

A few hours afier Rusk’s arrival, the 
American Chief of Joint Staff, General 
Wheeler, also arrived. He had talks 
in Madrid with Spain’s General Diaz 
Alegria and other high-ranking 
officers. 

Negotiations will be resumed shortly 
in Washington, but though one must 
expect more of this shadow-boxing 
before the joint announcement that 
a satisfactory agreement has been 
reached, the Spanish will be conscious 
that Britain’s Oldest Ally (Portugal) 
is ready to supply America with bases 
should the Spaniards prove trouble- 
some. 


The Americans, however, do under- 
stand How to Buy Friends, and once 
General Franco has been sufficiently 
rewarded, and has acted out his 
charade of caring for the Spanish 
people, the Spanish-American col- 
laboration will continue. 


YP DARN MYT O 
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SQUATTERS 


Viv Broughton writes: The weekend 
before celebrating Christmas—birth 
of the itinerant Christ-child—an East 
London ‘Vicar turned away from his 
doorstep a number of homeless 
families, and told them that if they 
wanted to be housed they should act 
in a proper manner. 

Acting “improperly” were  sup- 
porters of the London Squatters Cam- 
paign, about 20 of whom barricaded 
themselves, on Saturday, December 
21, in the good man’s empty former 
Vicarage in Capworth Street, Leyton 
—~he lives himself in a newer house 
nearby—and for 24 hours filled two 
of its 25 rooms with the laughter, 
song, and rebellion that all Vicarages 
should be filled with. 


PD Goes Ahead 
With Derry March 


Bob Overy writes: After appeals to 
the People’s Democracy (PD) that 
they call off their protest march to 
Derry from both the new Northern 
Ireland Home Affairs Minister, Cap- 
tain Long, and the leader of the 
Nationalist opposition, Eddie McAteer, 
the Queen’s University-based Civil 


' Rights group was still planning, as we 


went to press, to begin its four-day 
march from Belfast on Wednesday, 
Jan 1. 


Summoned to Captain Long’s office, 
PD representatives were unwilling to 
suspend their march, despite ‘the 
demands it would make on the 
police ”, and a PD meeting later voted 
to go ahead. 


The possibility remained that the 
march will be banned, or that certain 
parts of the march will be re-routed. 
An extremist Paisleyite group, the 
Loyal Citizens of Ulster, has warned 
the marchers to keep away from 
Protestant areas. 


If the march is banned, a group of 
Young Socialists is almost certain to 
go ahead—though, before Christmas, 
others in the PD talked of a different 
way to challenge a ban, a new march 
from Derry to Belfast. 


ACT ‘IMPROPERLY’ 


The plan was that an initial party 
should occupy the  building—an 
advance guard was there even earlier, 
from the small hours, to make sure 
it was possible to get in—to be 
joined at 1.45 by parties from two 
homeless hostels, and later still by a 
larger supporting contingent, and by 
the press. 


The police and the Vicar were quick 
in acting, however, and they arrived 
in time to cordon off the building 
from the homeless families and the 
support party. 

A large crowd of supporting militants 
gathered in the road, shouting 
encouragement and throwing up bed- 
ding, food, and other equipment 
necessary for the night’s sojourn. 


It was at this point that one of the 
four arrests was made. A constable, 
eager to make an arrest and retire 
for tea, moved his head into the line 
of fire and connected with a bed-roll 
leaving the hands of Jim Radford 
(fresh from guiding the press to the 
scene). 


The ensuing knees-up ended with Jim 
in the nick charged with obstruction 
and assaulting a police officer (the 
bed-roll) and Brian Simons charged 
similarly, with a third charge of dam- 
aging a police vehicle. 


LUXURY FLATS 

Two others were fined £5 next day for 
obstruction. The cases of Jim and 
Brian were adjourned till January 16 
at Stratford (witnesses needed). 


The Vicarage has been empty for at 
least three years. During the Abridge 
Hostel campaign, 18 months back, the 
Vicar, Rev. D. B. Thomas, was asked 
to open the building to homeless 
families. He declared that it was used 
for storing Boy Scout equipment, and 
was in any case due for demolition 
“ shortly ”. 


This action was the second by the 
London Squatters Campai; in a 
three-stage campaign. First there was 
the purely symbolic action at the 
Hollies (Dec 1) and next, this action, 
in which the Vicarage was occupied 
for a token 24-hour period (a number 
of those from the group of homeless 


families, and from the supporting 
group were able to slip through into 
the building, and the occupation did 
last for the whole 24 hours). 


The next stage will be to occupy 
premises “permanently” and defy 
all attempts to evict, in the hope that 
squatting will spread spontaneously 
and become a real challenge to the 
Government’s abortive housing pro- 
gramme—as it did in 1946, when 
40,000 people took direct action to 
put a roof over their head. 


Other groups are already working 
along similar lines. The same week- 
end, for example, a token occupa- 
tion was Carried out in Notting Hill 
of an over-priced and _ unsellable 
block of luxury flats in Arundel 
Gardens. 


ee 
FINAL SOLUTION OF 


THE ARAB PROBLEM 


The mood of the [Israeli] man in 
the street is one of quiet satis- 


faction—Mr Levi Eshkol, 29 
December 1968. 


Amnesty Adopts 
Pat Arrowsmith 
As Prisoner 


Of Conscience 


Kevin McGrath writes: Pat Arrow- 
smith, still in jail for refusing to be 
bound over following NONVAC’S 
demonstration last November outside 
Elliott Automation Ltd, Portland 
Place, has been officially adopted by 
Amnesty International as a Prisoner 
of Conscience. 


The group taking up her case will 
probably be Swedish. (Amnesty In- 
ternational works, of course, on the 
basis of groups looking after prisoners 
in countries other than their own.) 


According to Amnesty’s Secretary, 
Martin Ennals, this does not represent 
“any-change in policy or even in 
emphasis” from the organisation’s 
decision not fo take up the cases of 
Michael Randle, Terry Chandler, and 
Del Foley, when they were im- 
prisoned following the occupation 
(April 1967) of the Greek Embassy. 


Pat’s status as a Prisoner of Con- 
science is undeniable, since she could 
walk out of prison any time simply 
by compromising her principles and 
signing a piece of paper. 


EMBASSY CONTROVERSY 

It seems fair to speculate, therefore, 
that the speed with which Pat’s case 
has been taken up, within days of 
her appeal being turned down by Mr 
R. E. Seaton, reflects the controversy 
aroused by the decision over the 
Greek Embassy prisoners. : 


By the way, you don’t have to be a 
Swedish Amnesty International group 
to help Pat. Visits to her in Holloway 
can be arranged via Wendy Butlin— 
telephone 01-340 2661 (home). or 
01-739 5431 (work). And paintings 
by Pat are on show (and for sale) at 
the Euston Gallery, Drummond 
Street, and in the foyer of Unity 
Theatre. 

“The point is, since Pat is now earn- 
ing only about four shillings per 
week, it would be nice to augment 
ws meagre pittance ”, writes Wendy 

uflin. 


* from page 1 
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Equally depressing is the news that 
Senhor Amilcar Cabral, leader of the 
African Party for the Independence of 
Portuguese Guinea and Cape Verde 
(PAIGC) has expressed full support 
for the Federal Government of 
Nigeria. 

Speaking in Ibadan (in Northern 
Nigeria) he declared that the civil 
war was being fought not only for 
total independence of the country 
from imperialist influence (which is, 
of course, why the British Govern- 
ment is so willing to help Gowon out) 
but also for the liberation of Africa 
as a whole. 


This accolade, from the one guerrilla 
movement that looks somewhere near 
to success in Africa, could obviously 
do Lagos’s image in the Third Worid 
considerable good. It should also help 
to balance the fact that Zambia and 
Tanzania both recognise Biafra. 


In Britain we have the Common- 
wealth Prime Ministers Conference, 
starting on January 7, at Marlborough 
House, near Trafalgar Square. News 
that Harold Wilson had been plan- 
ning to capture everyone’s attention 
with a peace mission to Nigeria just 
before Christmas, contrasts noticeably 
with the strenuous efforts now being 
made by Britain and Nigeria to pre- 
vent Biafra being discussed at all at 
the Conference in the formal sessions. 


How exactly this can be managed, in 
view of the fact that the Common- 
wealth Secretariat will have to pre- 


sent some kind of report on the 
abortive Kampala talks of last May, 
carried out under the Secretariat’s 
aegis, is uncertain. 


Since Gowon, however, is reported to 
have warned the British Government 
that any formal discussion of Biafra 
will mean he won’t be sending a 
representative, and since Michael 
Stewart, British Foreign Minister, has 
declared it unlikely that it will be 
discussed, there’s probably some- 
thing being cooked up. Only Tanzania 
and Zambia seem likely to be particu- 
larly worried. 


FAMILIAR TACTICS 

According to Chief Enahoro, who has 
recently visited Canada, Prime Min- 
ister Trudeau has shown “a deeper 
understanding” of the Federal case 
than most leaders he’s met recently. 


All of which makes the need for 
dramatic action by British people 
during the Conference even more 
imperative. The fact that Gowon has 
also threatened not to send anyone 
—least of all himself—to London, 
unless it can be guaranteed that 
they will not be “molested” by 
demonstrators, suggests that the 
Federal Nigerian Government also 
appreciates the importance of street 
demonstrations. 

Tanzania’s party paper, The 
Nationalist, has described how, at the 
last Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) meeting in Algiers, African 
leaders were happy to ‘swallow the 
line that the end of the war was 
imminent”. And it suggests that if 


the same impression can be palmed 
off at the Commonwealth Conference 
in London, “some leaders of the 
Commonwealth will be only too happy 
to give the war a wide berth ”. 


That the same tactic will indeed be 
employed again this time is also sug- 
gested by an urgent press release 
from Save Biafra, sent out just before 
Christmas, which claims that a mas- 
sive new Federal offensive is about 
to be launched. 


Save Biafra, on the basis of inside in- 
formation, states that matters of 
“capitulation” and “peace” are 
scheduled to be dealt with in the 
middle of January, when Britain’s 


General Alexander, of the Inter- 
national Observer Team, has been in- 
vited to return to Nigeria. 


“By agreement between General 
Gowon and Mr Wilson, the Nigerian 
Red Cross, on behalf of IRC, will 
look after ‘relief’ following the coup 
de grace.” 


Doubtless the British and Nigerian 
Governments will urge that the war 
is nearly over, so not to worry. But 
demonstrators ought to be outside the 
Conference — upsetting General 
Gowon, insisting that the war be dis- 
cussed, and demanding a cease-fire 
as an end to the war, not a victory. 


BIAFRA AND RHODESIA: DEMONSTRATIONS 


Save Biafra, which has called for the 
acceptance of a Biafran delegation at 
the Conference, will assemble on the 
last day at Marlborough House (Wed 
15 Jan: 11.30 pm) and says that it 
“will not allow Commonwealth 
leaders to leave the Conference till 
they have solved the problem of the 
war’. 


Also during the Commonwealth Con- 
ference, Anti-Apartheid Movement 
(AAM) will be staging a number of 
activities concerned with Rhodesia. 
On Monday, January 6, from 7 pm 
till 10 am the next day, AAM will 
hold an all-night torch-light picket. 
Celebrities expected include MPs, 
some of the cast of Hair, David 
Mercer, and Eleanor Bron. 


At 10.30 pm there will be a film-show 
back-projected from a van. The 20- 
foot banner will read ‘“ Majority Rule 
For Rhodesia ”. 


During the week, a teach-in will take 
place on three evenings at the Lon- 
don School of Economics (see display 
ad, page 7). 


On Sunday, January 12, the Zim- 
babwe Solidarity Ad Hoc Committee 
(supported by 23 organisations, in- 
cluding AAM, Vietnam Solidarity 
Campaign, Young Communist League, 
Student Christian Movement, and 
United Nations Students gia | 
will march from Speakers Corner ai 
2 pm to Rhodesia House—which they 
intend to take over and occupy! 
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MORRIS RENEK: BEAT THEM! THEY’RE NAKED! 


NEW YORK CITY—At 10.45 pm on 
October 31, the Humphrey-Muskie 
rally sponsored by former McCarthy 
and Bobby Kennedy supporters was 
going into high gear before 2,800 
people at Manhattan Centre. The 
main speaker, economist John Ken- 
neth Galbraith, was being introduced. 


While the applause continued, up to 
the foot of the stage came an attrac- 
tive young woman and her male 
escort. 


Mrs Sharon Krebs—to the shock of 
the audience, who were crying 
“Terrible! ” and “How could they 
do this to Humphrey? ”—took off her 
raincoat and appeared naked except 
for her sneakers. In her hands was a 
tray with the head of a pig. 


Flour Sack 


Robin Palmer, a former schoolteacher 
in his early thirties, took off his coat 
and pants and appeared naked, to the 
mounting protest of the audience. A 
handful of demonstrators around the 
large hall were chanting “Ho, Ho, 
Ho Chi Minh! ” 


Women jumped up and threw a coat 
over Mrs Krebs’s head, but not be- 
fore she passed the tray to Robin 
Palmer, who jumped on to the stage 
and tried to present the pig’s head 
to Prof Galbraith, whose “6ft 8in 
frame visibly shrank” (New York 
Post). 


The police in pursuit of Mr Palmer 
were reluctant to jump over so many 
distinguished guests onstage, and had 
some difficulty before they appre- 
hended him. 

Palmer was hustled speedily to the 
back of the hall and fitted into a flour 
sack which didn’t quite fit. The 
trousers of a janitor were handed to 
him, and he did a quick change. 

Mrs Krebs feared that “the cops 
would be brutal, and their lower class 


mentality on. nudity’ would lead to 
violence. It turned out that the police 
were embarrassed. She discovered to 
her surprise that the police “ were 
afraid to touch us because of their 
prudery”’. 

Prof Galbraith delivered his speech— 
but, the Post reports, ‘“‘ The audience 
remained restless, somehow, after the 
nudity spectacle.” 


The mistress of ceremony for this 
rally was movie actress Shelly 
Winters, who earlier in the meeting 
praised the youth of America for 
helping to bring about the bombing 
halt in North Vietnam. 


But now Miss Winters was enraged. 
“Nothing in my experience has pre- 
pared me for this political strip- 
tease ”, she told the audience. 


Then, unfortunately, the nude protest 
drove her to blurt out a remark 
favourable to Mayor Daley—‘‘ When I 
see this, I see how the trouble in 
Chicago started ”"—and the audience 
began to walk out, leaving only a 
few hundred. 


The actress closed the rally with a 
“Good night, and I don’t care. I 
think we shall overcome.” 


Nude Series 


Krebs and Palmer were not arrested, 
since no one filed a complaint against 
them. Two thousand of their anti- 
Vietnam War leaflets were taken by 
the audience as they filed out. 


“Sure, we'll use it again”, Sharon 
Krebs said of her strategy to disrupt 
rallies. “It’s too good a weapon not 
to use. What we need is to escalate 
it with more people and other places.” 


The disruption of the Humphrey- 
Muskie rally was the most successful 
in a series of confrontations the nude 
Krebs and Palmer have carried off. A 
recent attempt by them to attract 
soldiers at the Fort Dix (New 


THE NEW AGE 
AND THE (STARK) 
NAKED TRUTH 


Jersey) Army base to the peace move- 
ment was halted by a rainstorm. 


“People don’t want to face nudity”, 
says Sharon Krebs, who has an open 
smile and yet a touch of reticence 
that enhances her attractiveness. 


“They don’t want to face their own 
nakedness where they are stripped 
of their bullshit. The Vietnam War 
shows how sterile and emotionless are 
the liberals. They are so detached 
and removed from the way young 
people think. 


“Heckle at them and they simply 
don’t see you.” They see her now. At 


the Manhattan Centre rally, one 
woman came to the back of the hall 
and told her indignantly, ‘“‘ Why didn’t 
you do it to Nixon? ” 


Nudity in America is becoming com- 
monplace. You can see it on the stage, 
in the movies, posters, magazines, and 
waitresses. 


Why then does Mrs Krebs arouse 
such indignation, when some of these 
same shocked people pay high prices 
to see nudity on Broadway? 

Sharon Krebs believes that ‘‘ people 
are shocked at realising there’s 
another way of looking at them”. 


About the failure of the October 27 demonstra- 
tion in London (well, it’s not really about that): 


DeaR FRustRATED New AGE FoETUSES: ‘The 
Revolution that is to come (astrally unavoidable) 
is not created from your little heads. If you want 
to “ make” a Revolution, you are still thinking in 
the manner of the very Old Age order which you 
want to overthrow. 


The more you put people down, the more up-tight 
they get. The more up-tight they get, the more 
likely they'll blow us all up. Antagonising is 
especially bloody dangerous now, and mostly 
irrelevant. 


The time of martyrdom is over, anyway. (Don’t 
sell-out, either, though.) All your slogans, all your 
Big-Brothers, all your hero-idol-leader-figureheads 
belong, in essence, to the Old Age. 


Protesting, demanding, fighting, governing, riot- 
ing, shooting, organising, frustrating, winning, 
losing, scaring, fearing, brufalising, stealing, buy- 
ing, selling, hating, evangelising, bluffing, order- 
ing, alienating, adjusting, militating, raping, 
judging, resigning, impeding, duping; murdering, 
suiciding, influencing, arresting, patronising, cas- 
trating, brain-washing, worshipping, attacking, 
defending, betraying, mystifying, mortifying, de- 
fining, identifying, boring, believing, hoping— 


These are words and actions that essentially 
belong to the dualistic Old Age of Rationality 
Versus Irrationality (when the real point is 
Ecstasy)—of Order Versus Disorder (when the 
real point is Harmony)—of For Versus Against 
(when the real point is With). 


It has been going on for 10,000 years (actually 
more) without any real radical change—and we 
all know it. It was only a long, complicated, 
illusory game, but also the necessary apprentice- 
ship of Mankind, a long trip out of Eden. 


Don't Dress! 


The “Old Age” is dying and the “New Age” is 
about to be born (we are presently just at the 
transition). All’ the multiple forms ‘of conflict 
happening all over the world are actually: ‘the 
“Old Age” agonising, grasping desperately all 
vestiges of what have been its “ securities ” (see 
the list of verbs above) for so long, unable. to 
accept that they no longer work, and the ‘“ New 
Age” not-yet-born foetus. kicking the belly of 
his mother. impatiently. 


Dear fellow-foetuses. (or rather, parts of the One 
Foetus): The only thing you can actually prepare 


yourself for is the state in which a new-born baby 
comes out of the womb of darkness into the light, 
the state in which Adam and Eve return to Eden. 
(Given that the Fruit of Knowledge taught them 
Duality, so that the concept and actualisation of 
the Fall implies its annihilating opposite, the 
Redemption.) 


Well, what is the state of a new-born baby? Have 
you forgotten? The answer -is so simple, I feel 
funny about saying it: and its simplicity is the 
best means for unity and mass participation, its 
simplicity will touch the keystone of the whole 
“established” construction which will tumble 
down all by itself. The simple answer is: NAKED. 


You see, in this “ Revolution ” what counts is not 
what you do do but what-you.don’t de. The point 
is not to undress, but to not dress. ‘ 


It’s Shedding-Time. Let go of the “ Old Skin” (of 
concepts, shame, and identities—symbolised ‘by 
clothes). This was one of the lessons of the Snake 
of Eden. The old skin falls. away inevitably when 
the new skin is ready. 


“When the Fig’ Tree: putteth forth Leaves, Ye 


» know !that Summer. is Near.’ Impossible. to 
precipitate it.or delay it:: groove with <it. «. , 
HER A ANGE EN Dette 


Adrian 
Mitchell’s 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


So many bad things happening that 
I’m trying to grab on to the good 
things. 

These include my friends Tom and 
Connie Pickard who took over the 
desolate Morden Tower in New- 
castle some years ago and turned 
it into a stark, hot palace. 


Poets from everywhere turn up at 
the Tower to find the most provoca- 
tive audience in Britain egging 
them on to tell it all. 

A magnetic building, you reach it 
via a pub filled with bus-men and 
plain-clothes-men from the Arts 
Council, down a brown-black alley 
and up a high flight of inept steps. 


First time I read there, there was 
no electric light. So someone was 
stationed over me with a candle so 
I could see to read. 


Afterwards I was encrusted in wax 
but so happy they could have lit me 


‘like a candle and I’d have sung 


Happy Birthday. Hence this poem. 


*PROJECTS« 


Any of us who are concerned with 
organising work-camp projects start 
gulping in embarrassment when we 
read reports headed ‘ Young People 
Lend A Helping Hand—Striking Con- 
trast To Drug Addicts And Demon- 
strators”. As if they were alterna- 
tives! 

From the volunteer’s point of view, 
the main reason why he or she will 
not go on another work-camp will be 
because, of doubts about the value of 
the work done. Food, comfort, person- 
al relations, however disappointing, 
will soon be forgotten when the camp 
has ended. But not the cause of the 
blisters and aching muscles. 


Hence the importance of a thorough 
projects search, and a realisation on 
the part of volunteers why a particu- 
lar work-camp is being done. Inter- 
national Voluntary Service, who run 
the largest.international work-camp 
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DIARY 


4 January, Saturday 


LONDON WC1. 9.30 am to 5 pm. Holborn 
Library, Theobalds Road. Free Schools 
Campaign, Conference on Libertarian Educa- 
tion. Details: Roger Sadiev, 90 Ermine Road, 
SE13. Tel: 01-690 1572. 


How General Gordon 
Died In Newcastle 


6 January, Monday 


LONDON. 6 pm. Assemble Speakers Corner, 
Hyde Park. March to the Embankment 
against Nigeria/Biafra war, Organised by 
Biafra Union. 


He posed at the top of the treacherous steps, 
A fez on his head but you could tell 

He was Christian by his gun. 

He said: “Isay, you fuzzy-wuzzies, 

Me heap big hero, 

Me belong heap big cream-coloured Queen.” 
They laughed like moons. 


LONDON. 7 pm. Marlborough House. Torch- 
light picket for Rhodesia, all night, to end 
at 10 am on Tuesday, AAM. 


LONDON NI. 12.30 to 2 pm. 3 Caledonian 
Road. Peace Workers Lunch_ Gathering. 
Bring sandwiches, coffee provided. WRI. 


7 January, Tuesday 


BIRMINGHAM. 7.30 pm. ‘‘ The Crown ''— 
Corporation Street. Discussion group: ‘‘ Con- 
scious Egoism: An Introduction to 
Anarchist Individualism '’. Speaker: Peter 
Neville. 


He offered them cultural medals to jangle, 

Fired all the Ten Commandments simultaneously. 
But his bailiffs returned saying: 

“We have searched them all 

And they have nothing to give— 

They are all as naked as moons.” 


LONDON WC. 7.15 pm. Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street. Current Affairs 
and the PPU. London Area members' meet- 
ing. PPU. 


9 January, Thursday 


LONDON N16. 7 for 7.30 pm. Clissold Road 
Meeting Rooms above Clissold Road Public 
Baths . '‘ Czechoslovakia: What I Saw"’. 
With colour slides. John Spencer, ‘‘ CND 
69 ’’—Dick Nettleton. 


11 January, Saturday 


LONDON E3. 8 pm. St Paul's Vicarage, Bow 
Common (Mile End Tube). Christian 
Anarchists. Speaker: Dave Mumford. 


LONDON WI1. 2.15 pm. Methodist Church, 
Lancaster Road (off Ladbroke Grove) 
Jumble Sale in aid of ideological prisoners 
and their families in Peru. Helpers welcome, 
Committee for Solidarity with Victims of 
Repression in Peru. 


Suddenly the magnificent savages moved. 

“ Ouch! ” cried the General. “ Leggo you rotters! ” 
Then he back-somersaulted down, down, down, 
Transfixed by spears of song. 

He slumped into a heap big heap. 

A dead and rotting moon. 


That is how General Gordon met his cartoon doom 
On the steps of the Morden Tower. 


30 January, Thursday 


LONDON. 6.30 pm. The Crypt, St Martin- 
in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square. Inaugural 
Meeting and Student Enrolment of the Lon- 
don School of Non-Violence, for the 
scientific study of its philosophy and prac- 
tices, For further details contact Satisn 
Kumar, 104 Newgate Street, London ECL. 
Tel: 01-606 6123. 


programme in Britain, and also send [Missing Letters ? 
hundreds of volunteers abroad to j 
camps run by other branches of There are no Letters this week, 


Service Civil International, are because we haven’t received any for 
particularly anxious to stress both publication. Back to normal next 
these points at present. week, we hope.—Eds. 


A ceiling of 140 camps has been set 
for this year by IVS (last year there 
were 154) and efforts will be concen- 
trated on having projects which in- ADVERTISEMENT 
volve hha Saar MS Oh ame owed . 
activities, particularly those whic 

can be continued after the camp by TH E VE D ANT A 


local IVS units. The Wandsworth 


camp mentioned in this column last r 
week is such an example. Mi OVE Mi E NT 


Conyeys its good wishes and greetings for the New Year to all lovers of peace. May w 

POLITICAL COMMITMENT “ all contribute, with a fresh resolve, our quota towards building up a fee Hr yth 

A detailed analysis of last years aero Pb ey emcee oa Ree A hee aa based on peaceful co- 
i = ence. Throughou e wor! ere shou e a classless society as the con. ti 

camps by two IVS committee mem of Communism in its first phase and of Capitalism with its Welfare State. re 


bers has resulted in a decision not to 


The revolt of youth has to find a constructive and creative channel, so th - 
repeat 13 of them, and to approach violent secial revolution can take place in co-operation with the working class Theseae 
nine more with caution. There will be the fear of Fascism if the revolt of youth assumes a violent form beyond the ordinary 


a drop in the number of hospital control of the established order backed by the armed forces. 


projects, and a geographical swing in A spiritual eonselousness of one in all and all in one ” has to be developed through 
ntensive form of self-culture, so that men and women intertwine their need 
the placement of camps from the a rational and moral standard of living, remain consciously linked with. thewlatince 
south to the north. cooky for | common meitare: mand Fealise inner completion and fulfilment by 
; 4 ‘ epening and broadenin; €ir mind. Lovers of peace should not say or d th: 
This tightening-up of work-camp which may intensify the Cold War in this Nuclear Age. ? aoe 


olicy reflects the feeling of some ; 
yy 3 imembers'that insufficient thought SWAMI AVYAKTANANDA—Chairman: Batheaston Villa, Batheaston, Bath. 
has been given in the past to project 
selection. “‘ Deeds, Not Words ”—the 
IVS motto—has never excused a 
working analysis of projects in pre- 
vious years. It certainly cannot now. 
At the Annual Conference a few CG | h 
weeks ago no punches were pulled by om mM O nwea t 
iors wae would Uke to oe IVS . =: ‘ 
units become more strongly com- 
mitted politically in their community Pri me M I Nn iste rs Confe rence 
work. And I had the impression that 
in the debate ‘‘Should IVS Become 
Politically Involved?” the two THE AFRICAN CASE ON RHODESIA 


speeches in favour carried most 
weight with the audience of 350. 


PAUL HENDERSON 
Roger Moody is on holiday. 8/9/10 January 1969: 4 pm till 10.30 pm 
London School of Economics, Houghton Street, WC2 


Speakers: Bishop Ambrose Reeves, Judy Todd, Patrick Keatley, 
Dr Claire Palley, Stuart Hall, Frank Judd MP, Robin Murray, Sean 
Gervasi, Paul Foot, Prof John Rex, Brigadier W. F. Thompson 

(Military Correspondent, Daily Telegraph), T. G. Silundika (ZAPU) 


WRITE FOR PROGRAMME TO: LSE STUDENTS UNION 


Teach-In On Racialism In Rhodesia And Britain 


FIRST READING 
OF NEW PLAY 
Upside-Down House 

by Anthony Bates and Friends 
3-6 pm Saturday January 4 

At Essex Church Hall 

Palace Gdns Terr, Nott Hill Gate 


As I said last week, you can’t 
parody reality. Here’s a letter 
sent by Anthony Greenwood, Min- 
ister of Housing, to SHELTER, 
and released to the Press before 
Christmas. 


* Over the last few years Jill and 
I have become increasingly dis- 
turbed at the vast amounts which 
are spent on Christmas cards. 


“So this year we propose to place 
an advertisement in The Times 
(and im various local papers) tell- 
ing those who are close to us at 
home that we remember them, 
but that we are going to send a 
contribution. to SHELTER instead 
of buying cards.” 


In the same post for SHELTER 
came another cheque, this one for 
£4,000 from a woman in Norfolk. 
She, however, preferred to stay 
anonymous. 


* * * 


From Vanguard, the Australian 
Maoist weekly: ‘The Albanian 
people are defending their 
socialist motherland with pick in 
one hand and rifle in the other.” 
And a Little Red Book between 
their teeth, one assumes? 


China, of course, has more 
sophisticated weaponry—viz the 
eighth Chinese nuclear explosion 
on Friday, December 27. 


A mere three megaton weakling: 
speculation is rife among the 
Sinologists as to whether it cele- 
brates Mao’s 75th birthday (that 
beats candles!) or was an effort 


JOHN 
BALL’S 
COLUMN 


to divert press attention from the 
American moon-shot (in which 
case the Chinese obviously need 
a new public relations adviser) 
or even to sabotage the returning 
space-capsule (which is even less 
plausible). 


Strange how the same mentality 
that finds convincing the ration- 
alisations for such tests on the 
part of the Americans, British, 
and even Russians, in terms of 
military effectiveness, deterrence, 
etc, can so easily see through 
them when it comes to China, and 
has to cast about for wild and 
woolly alternatives. 


* * * 


“Of course, a voyage round the 
world is something that almost 
everyone must save up for, the 
once-in-a-lifetime gorgeous bash 
which will enrich the whole of 
the future.” 


That's how Nicholas Monsarrat 
goes about tempting us all in a 
front-page feature used to pad 
out the adverts (Greece, South 
Africa, Russia, etc) in the Sun- 


day Times Travel ’69 Supplement 
last Sunday, December 29. 


“ Obviously it can not be cheap”, 
he goes on, “but with care it 
need not be ruinous”. Still, you 
have to cut ‘ ur coat according 
to your cloth, he reasons, and 
miss out a few places, some of 
them “worth missing”. For 
example: 
“India and Pakistan, though 
countries of deep interest and 
even fascination, are spoiled for 
anyone but a_ thick-skinned 
myopic boor as soon as he or 
she leaves the hotel in Bombay 
or Calcutta, Karachi or Dacca. 


“The appalling poverty and 
dirt, and the odious contrast 
between the privileged elite of 
soldiers and politicians and 
the wretched gutter-sleeping 
human refuse in the bazaars, 


is enough to turn the 
stomach.” 
* * * 


The possibility that there could 
be anything odious in the con- 
trast between the privileged elite 
of world-tourists like himself 
(“TI have been lucky enough to 
do it twice: once to elude dom- 
estic uproar, etc”) and the gutter- 
sleeping human refuse obviously 
never occurs to this particular 
thick-skinned myopic bore. 


Once again, you just can’t parody 
reality. Drink up, and a Happy 
New Year. It feels old as I write, 
a we haven’t even got there 
yet. 


CLASSIFIED 


Terms: 6d per word, minimum 4s, Dis- 
counts for series. Box No—1s extra. Cash 
with order (not stamps, please). Adverts 
to reach 5 Caledonian Road, London Nil 
hy first post Monday. Box No replies to 
same address. Displayed advertisement 
rates on application. 


Coming events 


NEW LEFT CONFERENCE. The Politics of 
Gommunications. January 11/12, Africa 
Centre, 38 King Street, WC2Z. Speakers in- 
clude: Raymond Williams, Terry Anderson, 
Gerry Cohen, Terry Eagleton, Peter 
Wolfen, Tom Nairn, Sean Gervasi, Alex 
Cockburn, Gus MacDonald. Details: May 
Day Manifesto, 11 Fitzroy Square, W1.1 


PRELIMINARY NOTICE. Book the dates. 
Residential Conference at Otterburn Hall, 
Northumberland. March 7 to 9, 1969. 
“Training for NonViolent Action.’’ Partici- 
pants will include: Geoffrey Ashe, Keith 
Dowding, Jill O’Hara, Ralph Bell. Write for 
details to Ralph Bell, Otterburn Hall, 
Otterburn, Northumberland. 


PUBLIC MEETING. Fenner Brockway and 
James Griffiths report on their visit to 
Biafra and Nigeria. Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Square, WCl. Tuesday, January 7, at 
7.30 pm. In the chair Philip Noel-Baker. 
Adm 2s 6d. Organised by Committee for 
Peace in Nigeria, 313/5 Caledonian Road, 


N1. (01-607 0465.) 

THE POSTER WORKSHOP BENEFIT. 
January 10, 7.30 pm. Ail Saints Hall, 
Palace Gardens, W111. CAST: ‘‘ Muggins 


Awakening ’’ and other plays. Angry Arts 
Film Society: ‘‘ The Columbian Revolt" 


(European premier). Agit-Prop Street 
Players, functional political theatre. Adm 
Ss. 


Personal 

DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d dozen. Durex 
Fetherlite 14s 6d dozen. Durex Gold Pack 
12s dozen. Real Skins three for 15s 6éd. 
Dept PN, Personal Service, 626 Leeds Read, 
Dewsbury. 


IN 1969 six million Biafrans may have died 
from hunger and the war. In the name of 
humanity, can we afford to forget? Help 
remind people with the ‘‘ Biafra—10,000 
Die Every Day" stickers. 3s per hundred, 
or 20s for a thousand, from 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N1. 


PARTNER required. Parity. Northern dis- 
Pennine general mediical practice. Box 
° b 


TYPING, manuscripts ,theses, etc. Sue 
Pottie, 4C Willow Buildings, Willow Road, 
NW3. SWI 4192. 


Publications 

FREEDOM PRESS gubuse Anarchy monthly 
2s, Freedom weekly 6d. Trial subscription 
to heth for two months: 8s post free. 84B 
Whitechapel High Street (Angel Alley) 
London El. 


PEACE PACKETS. £1 a year pays for auto- 
matic regular despatches of latest peace 
pamphlets, booklets, leaflets, etc, from 


Published by Peace News Ltd at 5 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London Ni 
and printed in Great Britain by Goodwin 
Press (TU) Ltd at 135 Fonthill Road, 
N4. Registered at GPO as a Newspaper. 
Available on order from all newsagents. 


many organisations, and Housmans 
literature lists. 5 Caledonian Road, Lon- 
don N1. Start now! 


START 1969 well by obtaining a subscrip- 
tion to ‘‘ Day by Day "’ (16s or 8s for six 
issues) for a digest of important national 
and international events, with a non- 
violent, factual commentary. Current issue 
(is 4d post free) deals with Czechoslo- 
vakia, Rhodesia, Labour Party, Monetary 
Crisis, Lords, Homelessness, Immigration, 
Poverty, etc. 141 Woolacombe Road, Kid- 
brooke, SE3. 

‘“UN-COMMON SENSE ”’. Important state- 
ments on Housing, Health, Industry, War 
Crimes. Book and film reviews, etc. 
ils 3d post free. 141 Woolacombe Road, 
Biackheath, SE3. 


Wanted 


BOOKS/PAMPHLETS bought. Hammer- 
smith Books, Liffords Place, SW13. PRO 


VOLUNTEERS to pack Peace News on Wed- 
nesday eyenings from 5.30. 5 Caledonian 
Road, Kings Cross, Nl, 


Accommodation wanted 
WRITER (m) seeks accommodatidn as of 
February 1. Will share house/flat, com- 
munal/private, central London. Phone WEL 
8001, or write Box No 885. 


Cinema 


NEW CINEMA CLUB. Subscription 25s. 
Free brochure illustrates amazing new 
season, 122 Wardour Street, W1. 734 5888. 


Theatre 
UNITY EUS 8647. 
twist to an old tale. Fri, Sat, Sun at 7.45 
pm. Tickets 10s, 7s 6d, 5s, Mems 7s 6d. 


‘* Cinderella ''—a new 
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On Saturday, 
ly December 21, 
Ny members of the 
e, London Squatters 
. occupied the Old 
Vicarage of All Saints 
a Church in Leyton- 
18 stone. It has stood 
es empty for three 
- years, while the 
al Vicar lives in a 
7. modern house behind 
o- it. Squatters asked 
Ad the Archdeacon of 
1 West Ham, the 
FA Venerable Denis 
u Wakeling (back to 
1 camera) to house 
homeless families in 
it. Mrs Mary King 
ae (centre) who lives 
i) with her husband and 
: child in a “ half-way 
a house ”, pleaded with 


him to allow in at 
least the two small 
children who were 
with the party. He 
refused, on the 
grounds that the 
work of the Church 
was more important, 
and that it needed 
the space. Further 
story: page 5. 
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